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history, or observation 0 and ot ] ier nursery arts, and the whole is 

games, for drawing, mo r, sterling value, that it is sure of 

artistically produced, and oi 
welcome everywhere. pa per, of wh ich the first number fi es 

The New Age, a cap ood things. I must, however, content myself 
me, Report of a sermon by Rev. i,' k 

Gu 5U pe'"fee 0 ,-'°Yo« might as well break a bird's wing to teach it to fl y , 

aS Thr^W for September contains a comparison between the books 
no^ed by chiidrem «TS 

with astonishment howl low a | Cm J e and the ” Arabia" 

Nights.’’ S The writer (ftaice. H, Low) in conclusion draws attention to 
the “vulgarity of style and sentiment of many of the books favoured by 
modern bovs The strain of commonness in humour, the vulgarity 

of the style,’ the complete absence of anything imaginative or high or 
heroic, that can inspire and animate and unconsciously elevate a boy, are 
so marked that it is a marvel that parents should permit such literature, 
and their popularity is the severest commentary on the national de- 
moralization of literary feeling.” 

I cut from the Woman at Nome an account of the careful manner in 
which the Empress of Germany attends to every detail of the education 
of her boys, working, romping, botanising with them ; she, in short, 
permits nothing to interfere with her personal care of them. 

The only article in the principal English monthlies to which I need 
specially refer is that by Mr. John Rae, in the Contemporary , on “The 
Work of the Beer Money.” This is a most valuable summary of the 
results of three years’ working of the County Councils Technical Ed- 
ucational Scheme, and should be carefully studied. 

October 9th, 1894. PATER JUNIOR. 


OUR WORK. 

House of Education Natural History Club Notes , by M L Hodgson 
—To-day I have, through the kindness of friends, the pleasure of showing 
you some specimens of Sarracenia and Nepenthes, and, I trust, that with 
the help of Prof. Geddes’ “ Chapters on Pitcher Plants/’ I may be able to 
direct your attention to some of the interesting facts that are known, of the 
relation between plant and insect life. Many of you are familiar with 
both the Sundew and the Pinguicula, as they are common objects in the 
bogs and wet places on the mountain sides. The fact of their having 
considerable power of detaining insects for their own use was shown in a 
remarkable way when we saw dozens of the small heath butterfly caught 
and entrapped by them. I may have remarked to you before that the 
wetting properties of the secretion in the leaves of insectivorous plants 
aids considerably in detaining large insects. I his secretion is called by 
Tait, azerin , and possesses wetting properties similar to those of glycerine 
and paraffin. Possibly you may have noticed the rapidity with which a 
drop of paraffin spreads itself over whatever it may happen to fall on. In 
the same way the azerin will rapidly wet the bodies and wings of the 
creatures that it touches, depriving them of the power of flight, and 
by stopping up their tracheae, make breathing either difficult or an 
impossibility. Tait made experiments by placing living flies in tubes 
containing distilled water, Nepenthes fluid and azerin. He found that t e 
flies in the tube containing water only, lived for a long time on the surface 
of the water, while those in the other tubes rapidly sank to tie 0 
This was owing to the rapidity with which the cieatures got we . 
look at the pitchers before you, you will see two istinct orms. 
round kind, with well developed pathways, up which ants, beetles or other 
small creatures could easily pass. These are formed on 
and are associated with young leaves, and are some inn longer 

on the ground. The adult and more abun an. 'f 

and narrower, while the wings are les creatu res find an excellent 

altogether, no longer being required, as v\n g a detailed 

landing stage on the rim of the ^tcher. 1 ^llnot .e ^ ^ tQ use 
account of the minute structure of the pi » w hich plants 

them as a text, by which to draw your attention ^ tract( no t consciously, 
adapt themselves to the insects they l s(h interesting as we 

though it may often perhaps seem as 1 i ^ ^ land— the Sarracenia 
have found these strange insect-traps rom a £j epe nthes from places 
before you having come from Madagascar, an ^ ^ 4< insect-broth,” the 
even more remote — with their pitchers ia stran ge and wonderful in 
plants you see in your daily walk are n ° / t j iernse lves to their mode 
the way they have, many of them, a ap irregular flowers 

of life. Has it ever occurred to you to wonder way 
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; ; r auaint and strange forms ? Why the leaves of the 

Sundew°Ind Pinguicula catch flies? What the strange hood of the 
A con he means? Why the Sage has specialized its stamens into such 
cuHous hammers? These and dozens of similar questions can easily be 
asked In each case it is possible to answer that it is one in connection 
with insect life. When you see a flower that has departed from the 
regular form, you may generally be quite suie that it has done so i n 
answer to an irritation caused by insects. It is not invariably so, but 
often enough for it to be the rule and not the exception. I do not intend 
now to give you special examples, but I want to call your attention to the 
fact, in order that you may make these observations for yourselves, and 
trace the links which bind the various branches of animal and vegetable 
life into one long chain, of which no link can be spaied. 

The pitcher plants will well repay careful and minute examination. The 
beautiful structure of the rim alone must strike even a careless observer, 
and when we trace the manner in which the plant has made so much out 
of such a simple form as a leaf, it will surely raise curiosity and interest 
enough to make us more alive to the natural world around us. From the 
chapters I have given you from Prof. Geddas’ book, you will understand 
the economy of the pitchers, and now I hope you will carefully draw them, 
and give them a new place in your nature note-books. 

House of Education , — Students who wish to enter at Christmas, and 
ladies who wish to have probationers for the Christmas holidays, should 
write as early as possible to the Secretary, House of Education, Ambleside. 

The principal new departures for this term are the Swedish and Leipsic 
Cardboard Sloyd and Wood-carving. 

Our definition of the aim of education is to send out a human being at 
his best, physically, mentally, morally and spiritually, with the enthusiasms 
of religion, of the good life, of nature, of knowledge, of art, of manual 
labour. 


With a view to attain the last of these enthusiasms we are laying great 
stress upon Sloyd and a dozen other handicrafts, such as bookbinding, 
basketwork, etc. 

I he students take great interest in their various handicrafts, and find 
that the possession of this kind of knowledge makes them most acceptable 
to children of all ages. 

Mothers Education Course . — The examinations are due in the first 
week of December. We hope that more of the mothers who belong to 

e course will be able to take the examinations this time. 
arents Review School.— We are glad to find that the school is in- 
the^work 1 nUrn k ers > an< ^ ^ le children show an ever-increasing interest in 

The next examination papers will be sent out on December 15th. 


P.N.E.U. NOTES. 


M.A. Hon. Ore- Ser • H p " 
Secretary: Miss Paterson. Pamphlets Pernn - Es 9 

of the Union, and the Parents' Review ( 6 d. monthly)' 'th/o^ 
Society, may be obtained from the Secretary, 2 g, Victoria Street" S W 
to whom all subscriptions and communications should be sent. 


Central (Belgravia) Branch.— Hun. Sec. : 

A course of ten Lectures to ladies is being delivered by Miss Helen 
Webb, M.B., on Mondays, from 4.30 to 6, which commenced Oct 8th at 
9, Pembridge Gardens, w. (one minute from Notting Hill Gate Station) • 
subject:— “ Physiology in connection with Education.” Fee for the 
course 25/-. 

A course of eight Eessons in Brush-Drawing has also been arranged, to 
be conducted by Mr. E. Cooke. Fee, one guinea. For all particulars 
apply to Miss Paterson, 28, Victoria street. 

The local committee met on Oct. 3rd, when arrangements were discussed 
for the usual monthly lectures, particulars of which will be duly announced. 


Hampstead Branch. — Hon. Sec. : Mrs. C. Herbert-Smith, The 
Retreat, North End, Hampstead. The next Meeting will be held on 
Nov. 2 1 st ., when a paper will be read by Mrs. Stewart Headlam, on “The 
management of money; a necessary instruction for children.” 

Streatham Branch. — Hon. Sec. : Mrs. Strode, Bankside, Leigham- 
court Road, S.W. 


Woodford and Wanstead Branch. — Hon. Sec. : Mrs. Spedding 
Curwen, Bywell, South Woodford. The class for Brushwork has been 
resumed under Mr. E. Cooke. 

A paper will be read by Mrs. Henry Fowler, early in November, on 

‘ Fhe Religious Training of Children.” _ 1 , 

In December, Dr. Albert Wilson will speak on “Ihe Mental Culture o 
-hild-Life.” „ „ 

In January, 1895, two Lectures will be given by Mr. . arris- 1 b0n > 
;* Popular Geology,” especially intended to interest young people during 
heir holidays. 




